
Created by Aaron Services: Plumbing Heating Cooling L Report

100
Explore a comprehensive range of plumbing insights with '100 Plumbing Questions by Aaron Services.' This detailed FAQ covers 

topics from general plumbing concerns to water heaters, drain maintenance, bathroom and kitchen plumbing, emergency situations, 

installation tips, and budgeting considerations. Whether you're curious about fixing leaks, upgrading fixtures, or preventing clogs, 
these answers provide valuable guidance. Delve into the world of plumbing with expert advice to address common issues, enhance 

efficiency, and make informed decisions for your plumbing needs.
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General Plumbing

What causes a dripping faucet?
A dripping faucet is often caused by a worn-out washer or O-ring in the faucet 
assembly. Replacing these components can usually stop the drip. Regular maintenance 

can prevent leaks and extend the faucet's lifespan. Learn more about faucet and fixture 

repair and replacement.

How can I prevent frozen pipes during winter?
To prevent frozen pipes during winter, insulate exposed pipes and disconnect garden 
hoses. Allowing indoor faucets to drip during extreme cold can help prevent freezing. 

Proper insulation and preventive measures can protect pipes from freezing and 

potential damage.

What should I do if my toilet is running constantly?
If your toilet is running continuously, it may be due to a faulty flapper valve or a 
misadjusted float. Check the flapper for proper sealing and adjust the float level to the 

correct position. If these solutions don't work, consider contacting a plumber for 

further inspection.

Why is my water pressure low?
Low water pressure can result from various factors, including sediment buildup in 
pipes, a partially closed shut-off valve, or a leak in the plumbing system. Inspect the 

shut-off valve, clean faucet aerators, and address any visible leaks to improve water 

pressure.

Can I use chemical drain cleaners?
While chemical drain cleaners can clear minor clogs, they can damage pipes and are 
harmful to the environment. It's better to use natural methods like baking soda and 

vinegar, or mechanical solutions like drain snakes, to clear stubborn clogs safely and 

effectively. It is recommended to seek professional drain cleaning services.

How often should I have my septic tank pumped?
The frequency of septic tank pumping depends on factors like household size and 
usage. Generally, septic tanks should be pumped every 3 to 5 years to prevent sludge 

buildup and maintain proper functioning. Regular pumping helps avoid costly septic 

system issues.

What causes my drains to gurgle?
Gurgling drains can be caused by blocked vents, clogged pipes, or improper drainage. 
Blocked vents can create pressure imbalances and result in gurgling sounds. If gurgling 

persists, it's best to consult a plumber to identify and address the underlying issue.

What should I do if my sink is draining slowly?
A slow-draining sink is often caused by a clog in the pipes. You can try using a plunger, a 
drain snake, or a mixture of baking soda and vinegar to clear the clog. If these methods 

don't work, consider seeking professional assistance to avoid causing further damage.

How can I prevent plumbing leaks?
To prevent plumbing leaks, conduct regular inspections of visible pipes and fixtures for 
signs of moisture or corrosion. Address any leaks promptly and avoid using excessive 

force when turning faucets or valves. Proper maintenance and quick leak repairs can 

help extend the life of your plumbing system.

How do I locate my main water shut-off valve?
The main water shut-off valve is usually located near where the water supply enters your 
home. It can be in the basement, crawl space, utility room, or near the water meter. 

Knowing the location of this valve is crucial for quickly stopping the water supply in case 

of emergencies or repairs.
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Water Heaters

What is a tankless water heater?
A tankless water heater, also known as an on-demand water heater, heats water 
directly as it flows through the unit. It doesn't store hot water in a tank like traditional 

water heaters. Tankless heaters offer energy efficiency and provide a continuous 

supply of hot water, but tankless water heaters installation requirements and costs may 

differ from conventional heaters.

How often should I flush my tankless water heater?
Flushing your tankless water heater annually is recommended to remove sediment 
buildup. Sediment accumulation can affect the heater's efficiency and performance. 

Follow the manufacturer's guidelines and turn off the power supply before flushing. 

Regular maintenance can extend the lifespan of your tankless water heater.

Why is my water heater making strange noises?
Strange noises from a water heater can be due to sediment buildup, a malfunctioning 
heating element, or pressure issues. Sediment can cause popping or cracking sounds. If 

the noise persists, consider contacting a professional plumber to diagnose and address 

the issue.

What is the anode rod in a water heater?
The anode rod is a sacrificial rod made of magnesium or aluminum that is installed 
inside the water heater tank. It helps prevent corrosion by attracting minerals and 

sediments that would otherwise corrode the tank. Regularly inspect and replace the 

anode rod to protect the tank and extend the life of the water heater.

How do I increase the efficiency of my water heater?
To improve water heater efficiency, consider insulating hot water pipes, adjusting the 
thermostat to a reasonable temperature, and installing a timer to regulate operation. 

Regular maintenance, like flushing the tank and inspecting the anode rod, can also help 

maintain efficiency and reduce energy consumption.

Can I install a water heater myself?
While it's possible to install a water heater yourself, it's recommended to hire a 
professional plumber. Proper installation requires knowledge of local codes, safety 

precautions, and plumbing connections. Incorrect installation can lead to safety 

hazards, inefficient operation, and voided warranties.

What should I do if my water heater is leaking?
If your water heater is leaking, turn off the power supply and water source to the unit. 
Leaks can be caused by a faulty valve, corroded tank, or pressure issues. Contact a 

plumber immediately to assess the situation and perform necessary water heater 

repairs or replacements.

What size water heater do I need?
The size of the water heater you need depends on factors like household size, water 
usage, and the number of fixtures. A plumber can help determine the appropriate size 

based on your specific needs to ensure a sufficient supply of hot water.

How long does a water heater typically last?
The lifespan of a water heater varies depending on factors like the type of heater, water 
quality, and maintenance. Conventional tank water heaters usually last around 10-15 

years, while tankless heaters can last 20 years or more with proper care.

Why is my water not getting hot enough?
Inadequate hot water can be due to a malfunctioning thermostat, a faulty heating 
element, or sediment buildup. Check the thermostat settings and reset if necessary. If the 

issue persists, consider consulting a water heater expert to diagnose and resolve the 

problem.
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Drain and Sewer

How can I prevent clogs in my drains?
Prevent clogs by avoiding pouring grease, coffee grounds, and large food particles 
down the drain. Use drain screens to catch hair and debris. Regularly flush drains with 

hot water and consider using a natural mixture of baking soda and vinegar to break 

down buildup.

Why is my toilet backing up into the bathtub?
A toilet backing up into the bathtub can indicate a clog in the main sewer line. This issue 
requires professional attention, as it could be caused by a blockage or a more serious 

plumbing problem. Contact a plumber to diagnose and resolve the issue.

Can tree roots damage my sewer line?
Yes, tree roots can infiltrate and damage sewer lines, seeking moisture and nutrients. 
This can lead to blockages and leaks. Regular sewer line inspection, avoiding planting 

trees near sewer lines, and using root barriers can help prevent root-related sewer 

issues.

What are signs of a sewer line blockage?
Signs of a sewer line blockage include slow draining sinks, toilets, and tubs, gurgling 
sounds, and sewage backups. Foul odors and wet spots in the yard can also indicate a 

problem. If you notice these signs, contact a plumber to assess and clear the blockage.

How can I locate a sewer line clog?
Professionals use tools like sewer cameras to locate and diagnose clogs. These cameras 
provide real-time visuals of the inside of the pipes, helping identify the exact location and 

nature of the blockage. This information guides effective repair strategies.

What should I do if my sewer line is clogged?
If you suspect a sewer line clog, avoid using water and plumbing fixtures to prevent 
backups. Contact a professional plumber to inspect and clear the blockage. Attempting 

to unclog sewer lines without proper tools can worsen the issue and cause damage.

Can I use chemical drain cleaners to clear sewer clogs?
It's not recommended to use chemical drain cleaners for sewer clogs. These chemicals 
can damage pipes and fail to fully clear the blockage. Professional plumbers have 

specialized equipment and methods to safely and effectively remove sewer line clogs.

How can I prevent sewer line damage?
Prevent sewer line damage by avoiding flushing non-flushable items, using strainers on 
drains, and being cautious about what you put down the garbage disposal. Regular 

inspections and maintenance can help detect and address potential issues early.

What causes sewer line odors?
Sewer line odors can result from dry P-traps, cracked sewer pipes, or blocked vents. 
Dry P-traps can allow sewer gases to enter your home. If the issue persists, consult a 

plumber to identify and remedy the source of the odors.

Is hydro jetting an effective method for clearing 
sewer lines?
Yes, hydro jetting is an effective method for clearing stubborn sewer line blockages. It uses 
high-pressure water to break up debris, grease, and roots, restoring proper flow. Hydro 

jetting is best performed by trained professionals to avoid causing damage to the pipes.
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Bathroom Plumbing

Why is my toilet running after flushing?
A running toilet is often caused by a flapper that doesn't seal properly or a 
malfunctioning fill valve. The water keeps running into the tank, wasting water. Adjust 

or replace the flapper and fill valve to resolve the issue and prevent water waste.

How can I fix a leaky showerhead?
A leaky showerhead can be due to a worn-out washer or a loose connection. Try 
tightening the showerhead connection with a wrench. If the issue persists, disassemble 

the showerhead, inspect the washer, and replace it if necessary. Teflon tape can also 

help ensure a tight seal.

Why is there low water pressure in my bathroom?
Low water pressure in the bathroom can result from mineral buildup in the faucet 
aerator, a partially closed shut-off valve, or plumbing issues. Clean or replace the 

aerator, ensure the shut-off valve is fully open, and check for other possible 

obstructions in the pipes.

How do I fix a bathtub drain that's not draining?
If your bathtub drain is clogged, start by removing hair and debris from the drain cover. 
Use a plunger or a drain snake to clear the clog. For stubborn clogs, consider using a 

natural mixture of baking soda and vinegar. Bathroom plumbing can get overwhelming 

even for the most ambitious folks, contact a plumber for assistance.

How do I unclog a toilet?
Use a plunger to unclog a toilet by creating a seal and applying pressure to dislodge the 
blockage. If the plunger doesn't work, try using a toilet auger or a combination of baking 

soda and vinegar. If the clog persists, it's best to consult a plumber to prevent further 

damage.

How can I prevent mold in my bathroom?
To prevent mold in the bathroom, ensure proper ventilation by using exhaust fans and 
opening windows when possible. Wipe down surfaces regularly to prevent moisture 

buildup. Fix leaks promptly, and use mold-resistant paint and materials in your 

bathroom to deter mold growth.

Why does my sink smell bad?
A foul odor from the sink can be due to food debris trapped in the drain or a dry P-trap. 
Clean the drain by removing debris and flushing with hot water. If the issue persists, 

pour a mixture of baking soda and vinegar down the drain to eliminate odors. Check the 

P-trap and refill it with water to prevent smells from sewer gases.

How can I fix a dripping faucet?
A dripping faucet can be caused by a worn-out washer or a damaged cartridge. Turn off 
the water supply and disassemble the faucet to access the components. Replace the 

washer or cartridge with a matching part from a hardware store. Reassemble the 

faucet, turn on the water, and check for leaks.

Why is my bathtub water not getting hot enough?
If your bathtub water isn't getting hot enough, it could be due to a problem with the 
water heater, a faulty mixing valve, or sediment buildup. Check the thermostat settings 

on your water heater and ensure the mixing valve is functioning properly. Flushing the 

water heater and addressing any sediment buildup can also improve water temperature.

Can I replace a toilet flapper myself?
Yes, you can replace a toilet flapper yourself. Turn off the water supply, flush the toilet to 
drain the tank, and remove the old flapper. Take the old flapper to a hardware store to 

find a matching replacement. Install the new flapper according to the manufacturer's 

instructions, turn on the water supply, and check for leaks.

of 115

https://venngage.typeform.com/to/xOUCTk?referrer=
https://www.chooseaaronservices.com/professional-tips/plumbing/the-ugly-truth-about-your-bathroom-plumbing-dont-let-it-drain-your-wallet/
https://infograph.venngage.com/infographics


Created by Aaron Services: Plumbing Heating Cooling L Report

Kitchen Plumbing

What should I do if my kitchen sink is clogged?
If your kitchen sink is clogged, start by using a plunger to dislodge the blockage. If that 
doesn't work, try a mixture of baking soda and vinegar or a drain snake to clear the clog. 

Avoid using chemical drain cleaners, as they can damage pipes. For persistent clogs, 

consult a plumber.

How do I fix a leaking kitchen faucet?
A leaking kitchen faucet can be caused by worn-out seals, O-rings, or cartridges. Turn 
off the water supply, disassemble the faucet, and replace the damaged parts. Ensure 

you have the correct replacement parts and follow the manufacturer's instructions for 

reassembly to prevent leaks.

Why does my kitchen faucet have low water pressure?
Low water pressure in the kitchen faucet can be due to mineral buildup in the aerator, a 
clogged water supply line, or issues with the shut-off valve. Clean or replace the 

aerator, check for kinks or blockages in the supply line, and ensure the shut-off valve is 

fully open.

How do I unclog a garbage disposal?
If your garbage disposal is clogged, turn off the power and avoid putting your hands 
inside. Use a wooden spoon or tongs to dislodge any debris. Once clear, run cold 

water and turn on the disposal. Avoid using chemical drain cleaners, as they can 

damage the unit.

How do I prevent a smelly kitchen sink?
To prevent a smelly kitchen sink, avoid pouring grease, oil, and food scraps down the 
drain. Use a sink strainer to catch debris, and run cold water while using the garbage 

disposal to flush particles. Periodically clean the sink and disposal with a mixture of 

baking soda and vinegar to eliminate odors.

Why is there water under my kitchen sink?
Water under the kitchen sink can be caused by a leaky pipe, loose connections, or a 
faulty faucet. Check for visible leaks, tighten connections, and inspect the faucet. If the 

issue persists, consult a plumber to identify and fix the source of the water 

accumulation to prevent water damage.

How do I replace a kitchen sink sprayer?
To replace a kitchen sink sprayer, turn off the water supply, detach the old sprayer from 
the hose, and remove the mounting nut. Attach the new sprayer to the hose and secure 

it with the mounting nut. Turn on the water supply and test the new sprayer for leaks 

and proper functionality.

Can I fix a dishwasher that's not draining?
If your dishwasher is not draining, check for debris or food particles clogging the drain 
basket or filter. Clean these components and test the dishwasher. If the issue persists, 

there may be a problem with the drain pump or hose. Consult the dishwasher's manual 

or a professional plumber for further assistance.

What to do if kitchen sink is leaking from the faucet base?

A kitchen sink leaking from the faucet base can be due to a worn-out O-ring or seal. 
Turn off the water supply, disassemble the faucet, and replace the damaged 

components. Apply plumber's grease to the new O-ring before reassembling. Turn on 

the water supply and check for leaks.

How to prevent my kitchen sink from getting clogged?
Be mindful of what goes down the drain. Avoid disposing of large food scraps, oil, grease, 
and fibrous materials like coffee grounds down the sink. Use a sink strainer to catch debris, 

and regularly clean it. Run hot water down the drain after each use to  prevent grease 

buildup. If you experience slow drainage, consult a kitchen plumbing specialist.
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What is a pressure relief valve?

Pipe and Fittings

What are the different types of plumbing pipes?
There are several types of plumbing pipes, including copper, PVC, PEX, and galvanized 
steel. Each type has its own advantages and uses. Copper pipes are durable and 

resistant to corrosion. PVC pipes are affordable and easy to work with. PEX pipes are 

flexible and suitable for hot and cold water. Galvanized steel pipes are used for water 

supply lines and have a zinc coating to prevent rust.

Can I use PVC pipes for hot water lines?
Yes, you can use CPVC pipes for hot water lines, but there are some limitations. CPVC 
pipes have a maximum temperature rating and should not be used for water 

temperatures above that limit. CPVC pipes, a variant of PVC, are designed for hot 

water applications and can handle higher temperatures. Check the manufacturer's 

specifications to ensure the pipes are suitable for your intended use.

How do I fix a leaking pipe joint?
Dealing with a leaking pipe joint requires careful consideration. Fixing a leaking pipe 
joint that conveys water under pressure, or wastewater, poses risks. It's generally best 

to leave a repair like this to a professional plumber. Generally, repairing a plumbing 

connection requires specialized tools and experience in properly forming these 

connections.

What is a P-trap and why is it important?
A P-trap is a U-shaped pipe located beneath sinks, toilets, and drains. It holds water to 
create a barrier that prevents sewer gases from entering your home. The water in the P-

trap also helps trap debris and prevent clogs from traveling further into the plumbing 

system. P-traps play a crucial role in maintaining proper plumbing hygiene and 

preventing odors.

Can I use Teflon tape on all pipe threads?
Teflon tape, also known as plumber's tape, can be used on most pipe threads to create a 
secure seal and prevent leaks. It's commonly used on threaded connections for water 

lines, gas lines, and other plumbing connections. However, Teflon tape should not be 

used on pipe threads that are designed to be compression fittings, as these connections 

require a different type of sealant or washer.

How do I replace a damaged pipe?
Replacing a damaged pipe involves cutting out the damaged section and replacing it 
with a new piece. Start by turning off the water supply and draining the pipes. Use a 

pipe cutter to remove the damaged section, leaving clean and straight ends. Measure 

and cut the new pipe to fit, then use appropriate fittings to connect the new pipe. 

Secure the connections and turn on the water supply.

Can I use a compression fitting to connect two pipes?
Yes, compression fittings are commonly used to connect two pipes. They consist of a 
nut, a compression ring, and a threaded fitting. The nut is tightened, compressing the 

ring against the fitting and creating a watertight seal. Compression fittings are often 

used for water supply lines and can be easily assembled and disassembled without 

soldering or welding.

A pressure regulating valve is a specialized component designed to control the water 
pressure within pipes and fixtures. It automatically adjusts the incoming water pressure 

from the main supply line to a set level, preventing excessively high pressure that could 

damage pipes, appliances, and faucets. By maintaining a consistent and safe pressure, 

the valve helps extend the lifespan of plumbing components and reduces the risk of 
leaks or bursts, ensuring efficient water distribution throughout the system.

How do I prevent frozen pipes in cold weather?
To prevent frozen pipes in cold weather, insulate exposed pipes using foam sleeves or 
heat tape. Keep cabinet doors open to allow warm air to circulate around pipes. Let 

faucets drip slightly to keep water flowing and prevent freezing. If you're away, set the 

thermostat to a minimum temperature to avoid extreme cold affecting the pipes.

How do I determine the right pipe size?
Choosing the correct pipe size is crucial for a successful plumbing project. Factors such as 
water flow, pressure, and the type of fixture you're connecting play a role. Standard pipe 

sizing uses nominal sizes, which may not match the actual dimensions. Consult plumbing 

charts or consult a local plumber or refer to local building codes to ensure you're using 

the appropriate pipe size for your specific needs.
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Maintenance and Prevention

How often should I clean my drains?
It's a good practice to clean your drains every few months to prevent buildup and clogs. 
Use a mixture of baking soda and vinegar or a natural enzymatic drain cleaner to keep 

drains clear. Avoid using chemical drain cleaners, as they can damage pipes and harm 

the environment. Regular plumbing maintenance helps prevent costly plumbing issues 

in the future.

What are some tips to conserve water at home?
Conserving water helps the environment and lowers utility bills. Install low-flow 
faucets and showerheads, fix leaks promptly, and only run dishwashers and washing 

machines with full loads. Collect rainwater for outdoor use and water plants early in the 

morning or late in the evening to reduce evaporation. These simple steps contribute to 

water conservation.

How can I extend the lifespan of my water heater?
To extend the lifespan of your water heater, drain the tank annually to remove 
sediment buildup. Test the pressure relief valve and replace it if necessary. Insulate the 

hot water pipes to reduce heat loss and save energy. Regular maintenance and flushing 

can help your water heater operate efficiently and last longer.

What should I do if my water pressure is too high?
High water pressure can damage pipes and appliances. Use a water pressure gauge to 
measure the pressure and ensure it's within a safe range (usually 40-60 psi). If it's too 

high, consider contacting plumber to replace your pressure reducing valve (PRV). These 

valves are essential to regulate the pressure in your home. PRVs help protect your 

plumbing system and extend its lifespan.

What's the best way to thaw frozen pipes?
If your pipes are frozen, you can thaw them by applying gentle heat. Use a hair dryer, 
heating pad, or towels soaked in hot water. Avoid using an open flame, as it can cause 

damage or start a fire. Start thawing near the faucet and work your way toward the 

frozen area. Once thawed, leave faucets open to allow water to flow and prevent 

pressure buildup.

How to maintain my plumbing system to prevent issues?
Regularly inspect visible pipes for leaks, corrosion, or damage. Keep drains clear by 
avoiding disposal of grease, large food particles, and non-flushable items. Test water 

pressure to ensure it's within a safe range and not causing stress on pipes. Additionally, 

consider scheduling professional plumbing inspections to identify and address potential 

issues early, saving you from costly repairs down the line.

What to do before leaving for an extended vacation?
Before leaving for an extended vacation, turn off the main water supply to prevent 
leaks or flooding. Drain the pipes by opening faucets and flushing toilets. Set the 

thermostat to a lower temperature to save energy. Ask a neighbor or friend to check on 

your home periodically to ensure everything is in order.

How can I avoid clogs in my garbage disposal?
To avoid clogs in your garbage disposal, avoid putting fibrous, starchy, or greasy foods 
down the drain. Run cold water while using the disposal to help flush debris. Regularly 

clean the disposal by grinding ice cubes and citrus peels to remove buildup. Using the 

disposal properly and maintaining it can prevent common clogs.

How can I prevent foul odors from my drains?
To prevent unpleasant odors from drains, avoid pouring grease, oils, and food scraps 
down the sink. Run hot water and a mixture of baking soda and vinegar down the drain 

to break down residue. Regularly clean and sanitize your garbage disposal by grinding 

ice cubes and citrus peels. Installing drain traps or stoppers can also prevent debris 

from causing odors. If odors persist, consult a plumber to check for underlying issues.

What's the importance of water pressure maintenance?
High water pressure can strain pipes and fixtures, leading to leaks and damage over time. 
Low water pressure can result from clogs or issues with the water supply. Regularly 

monitor your water pressure using a pressure gauge and ensure it falls within the 

recommended range. If you notice sudden changes in pressure, consult a plumber to 

diagnose and address the cause. 
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Emergency Situations

What should I do in case of a burst pipe?
In case of a burst pipe, immediately turn off the main water supply to prevent further 
flooding. Open faucets to drain excess water and minimize damage. Catch the water 

using buckets or towels, and contact a plumber for repairs. If the water is near electrical 

outlets, appliances, or the electrical panel, turn off the electricity to ensure safety.

What should I do if there's a gas leak?
If you suspect a gas leak, evacuate the building immediately and avoid using anything 
that could create a spark, including light switches and electronic devices. Do not use 

phones inside the building. Once outside, call the gas company's emergency line and do 

not re-enter until it's declared safe. Gas leaks are hazardous and require prompt 

attention.

How can I stop a running toilet?
If your toilet is running continuously, open the toilet tank and check the flapper valve. 
Adjust or replace the flapper if it's not sealing properly. If the problem persists, adjust 

the float arm or water level in the tank. If you're unable to stop the running water, turn 

off the water supply to the toilet until it's repaired.

What should I do if my water heater is leaking?
If your water heater is leaking, turn off the power supply and the water supply to the 
heater. Drain the tank by attaching a hose to the drain valve and directing it to a safe 

location. Contact a plumber to assess the cause of the leak and determine if repairs or 

replacement are necessary to prevent further water damage.

How do I shut off the water supply to my house?
To shut off the water supply to your house, locate the main shut-off valve. This valve is 
typically located near where the water main enters the house or in the basement. Turn 

the valve clockwise (right) to shut off the water. If you're unable to turn the valve or 

there's an emergency, contact your water utility company or a professional plumber.

What should I do if my sewer line is clogged?
If your sewer line is clogged and causing backups, avoid using plumbing fixtures and 
turn off the water supply if necessary. Do not use chemical drain cleaners, as they can 

worsen the clog. Contact a professional plumber to inspect the sewer line, identify the 

blockage, and use specialized tools to clear the clog and restore proper drainage.

What should I do if my toilet is overflowing?
If your toilet is overflowing, turn off the water supply to the toilet by closing the shut-
off valve located behind or beside the toilet. Open the tank lid and lift the float to stop 

water flow. If the water doesn't stop, remove the lid and press down on the flapper 

valve to create a seal. If the problem continues, contact a plumber to address the issue.

What should I do if my water is discolored?
If your water is discolored, it may indicate rust or sediment in the pipes. Run cold water 
from the faucet to flush out any debris. If the problem persists, contact your water 

utility company to inquire about water quality issues. Discolored water could also be a 

sign of a larger plumbing problem, so consider consulting a professional plumber for a 

thorough inspection.

What should I do if my bathtub or sink won't drain?
If your bathtub or sink won't drain, try using a plunger to create suction and dislodge 
the clog. If that doesn't work, remove the drain stopper or strainer and attempt to 

remove the clog manually. Avoid using chemical drain cleaners, as they can be harsh on 

pipes and the environment. If the clog persists, contact a plumber for professional 

unclogging services.

What to do if there's a water leak while I'm away?
Turn off the main water supply remotely if you have a smart water shut-off valve 
installed. If not, consider asking a trusted neighbor or friend to turn off the water for you. 

Inform them of the location of the main shut-off valve. Reach out to a professional 

emergency plumber as soon as possible to assess and repair the leak, preventing further 

water damage to your property.
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Can I replace a single-handle faucet with a double-
handle faucet?

Installation and Upgrades

How do I choose the right water heater for my home?
Choosing the right water heater involves considering factors such as the size of your 
household, hot water demand, energy efficiency, and available space. Tankless water 

heaters provide continuous hot water but can be more expensive upfront. Traditional 

tank water heaters are cost-effective but store a finite amount of hot water. Consult a 

plumber to determine the best option for your needs.

Can I install a new faucet or showerhead myself?
Yes, you can install a new faucet or showerhead yourself if you're comfortable with 
basic plumbing tasks. Make sure to turn off the water supply before starting. Follow the 

manufacturer's instructions for installation and use plumber's tape to ensure a 

watertight seal. If you're unsure or uncomfortable, it's always a good idea to consult a 

professional plumber.

Replacing a single-handle faucet with a double-handle faucet may require additional 
plumbing work. Double-handle faucets have separate hot and cold water lines, while 

single-handle faucets often have a mixing valve. Consulting a plumber for faucet 

replacement is always recommended to ensure a successful installation.

Can I upgrade my toilet to a more efficient model?
Yes, upgrading to a more efficient toilet can save water and lower utility bills. Consider 
models with the WaterSense label, as they meet water efficiency standards. Dual-flush 

toilets offer different flushing options for solid and liquid waste. Upgrading your toilet 

is a sustainable choice and can contribute to water conservation efforts.

What's involved in installing a garbage disposal?
Installing a garbage disposal involves connecting it to the sink drain and the dishwasher, 
if applicable. Start by turning off the power and water supply. Follow the manufacturer's 

instructions for assembly and installation. Use plumber's putty or a rubber gasket to 

create a watertight seal. Wiring and connecting the disposal to the electrical supply 

should be done by a licensed electrician.

Can I replace a shower/tub combo with a walk-in shower?
Replacing a shower/tub combo with a walk-in shower is possible, but it may involve 
extensive plumbing and remodeling work. The existing plumbing and drainage system 

need to be adjusted, and the shower space must be waterproofed properly. Consult a 

professional plumber and contractor to assess the feasibility of the project and ensure 

that all necessary permits are obtained.

What's the process for installing a new bathtub?
Installing a new bathtub involves removing the old tub, adjusting the plumbing, and 
securing the new tub in place. The process may vary based on the type of bathtub and 

the existing plumbing configuration. It's recommended to consult a professional 

plumber and contractor to ensure proper installation, waterproofing, and adherence to 

building codes.

How to upgrade my water heater for energy efficiency?
Upgrading your water heater for energy efficiency can include installing a tankless 
water heater or upgrading to a high-efficiency tank water heater. Tankless water 

heaters heat water on demand, reducing standby heat loss. High-efficiency tank water 

heaters are well-insulated and designed to minimize heat loss. Consult a plumber to 

determine the best option for your home's hot water needs.

Can I install a water filter on my own?
Installing a water filter can be a DIY project, depending on the type of filter and your 
plumbing skills. Faucet-mounted and under-sink filters are relatively straightforward to 

install, usually requiring simple connections. Whole-house filtration systems, however,  

involve more complex plumbing work and professional installation. It's wise to consult a 

plumber to ensure proper installation and water quality improvement.

What to consider when upgrading bathroom fixtures?
Firstly, ensure the new fixtures match your bathroom's aesthetic and theme. Check the 
compatibility of new fixtures with existing plumbing connections, as adjustments might 

be needed. Upgrading fixtures provides an opportunity to enhance functionality and 

style while also contributing to water conservation. Consulting a plumber for expert 

guidance on compatibility and installation is recommended.
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How can I budget for plumbing repairs or upgrades?

Costs and Budgeting

How much does it cost to hire a plumber?
The cost of hiring a plumber varies based on factors such as the complexity of the job, 
location, and time of day. Simple tasks like unclogging a drain may cost less than larger 

projects like pipe replacements. It's recommended to obtain multiple quotes and 

discuss pricing details upfront. Keep in mind that professional plumbing services ensure 

quality work and prevent further issues.

What's an estimate for replacing a water heater?
It's very difficult to give a ballpark price of a water heater replacement. Factors such as 
cost of materials, geographic location, access to the water heater and necessary code 
upgrades can all affect the price of a water heater. While a handyman may give a cheap 
price, you may be exposing yourself to the costly risk of flooding, gas leaks or dangerous 
gasses in your home. A qualified plumber may be slightly more expensive, but can 
provide the peace of mind of a proper, code compliant installation.

How can I reduce plumbing costs?
To reduce plumbing costs, practice regular maintenance to prevent issues, such as clogs 
and leaks. Address plumbing problems promptly to prevent them from worsening and 

requiring costly repairs. Obtain multiple quotes for larger projects and compare pricing. 

Consider investing in energy-efficient fixtures and appliances to lower long-term utility 

bills. Consulting with a professional plumber can help you make informed decisions.

Do plumbing costs vary by location?
Yes, plumbing costs can vary by location due to differences in labor rates, material 
prices, and local building codes. Urban areas or regions with higher costs of living may 

have higher plumbing service fees. It's advisable to research local rates, obtain multiple 

quotes, and consider the expertise and reputation of the plumber when evaluating 

costs and services.

Is it worth investing in energy-efficient plumbing fixtures?
Investing in energy-efficient plumbing fixtures, such as low-flow toilets and faucets, can 
be worth it in the long run. While these fixtures may have a higher upfront cost, they 

contribute to water conservation and lower utility bills over time. The savings achieved 

through reduced water usage can outweigh the initial investment, making them a cost-

effective and environmentally friendly choice.

Are financing options offered for plumbing projects?
Yes, many plumbing companies offer financing options to help homeowners manage 
the costs of larger projects. Financing options can include installment plans, lines of 

credit, and low-interest loans. Before committing to financing, carefully review the 

terms, interest rates, and repayment schedules. It's also advisable to explore other 

payment options and obtain multiple quotes to make an informed decision.

What's the cost difference between copper & PEX piping?
Copper piping is generally more expensive than PEX piping. While copper pipes have a 
longer lifespan and are resistant to UV radiation and high temperatures, PEX pipes are 

more cost-effective and easier to install. The cost difference depends on the size of the 

project and the type of pipes used. Consulting a plumber can help you choose the right 

piping material based on your budget and needs.

To budget for plumbing repairs or upgrades, start by obtaining quotes from multiple 
reputable plumbers. Factor in the cost of materials, labor, permits, and any additional 

expenses. Create a contingency fund for unexpected issues that may arise during the 

project. Consider prioritizing projects based on urgency and allocate funds accordingly. 

Planning ahead and being prepared financially will help manage expenses effectively.

Can I negotiate the cost with a plumber?
Yes, it's often possible to negotiate plumbing costs. When discussing a project, inquire if 
there's room for adjustment, especially for larger jobs. However, remember that quality 

work and expertise come at a certain price. Finding a balance between competitive 

pricing and reputable service is key.

Are DIY plumbing repairs cost-effective?
While DIY plumbing repairs might seem cost-effective initially, they can lead to higher 
costs if not done correctly. Mistakes can cause further damage and necessitate 

professional repairs. It's advisable to evaluate your skills and the complexity of the task. 

For critical plumbing projects, hiring a professional plumber is a more reliable and cost-

efficient choice.
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